MECHANICAL MEMORIES 


NOV. 2009 


ISSUE 29 


Maton to aot 
sor beer eee 


(reins er ah naa rant a 


Sar nee en EEO 


BR ig acini an nance a oamonae it th: 


The only UK magazine for collectors and enthusiasts 
of vintage coin-operated amusement machines 


~ 


Mechanical Memories 
Magazine 


Mechanical Memories Magazine is a subscriber magazine published | 
monthly, except August. When subscribing, please forward your Name, | 
| Address and Telephone number to the address below and make 
| cheques payable to: Mechanical Memories Magazine 

You may also pay online at: www.pennymachines.co.uk/MMM.htm 


Annual Subscription (11 issues) 


UK £22 inc.UK postage (£23 by Paypal) 
Europe £29 inc. airmail 
Rest of the world £36 inc. airmail 


Advertising Rates 


See page 20 
for full details of rates, plus generous discounts 


Lineage ads., For sale or Wanted, are free to subscribers. 


Published by: Antique Automatic Amusements 
Editor: Jerry Chattenton 


10 Bedford Road 
Dartford DAI ISR 
483 07710 285360 
e-mail jerry mmm(@tiscali.co.uk 
www.pennymachines.co.uk/MMM.htm 


i Copyright: This magazine, or any part thereof, may not be ‘copied or 
| reproduced by any means whatsoever without the prior written consent of | 
the publisher. All rights reserved. OJerry Chattenton 2008 _ 


Page 2 


Editorial 


Hello again. Now, before I go any further, I should say I’ve no idea when you will 
receive this. It is planned for sometime during the week commencing the 10", but I’ve 
had a stinking cold for three weeks now, and things don’t seem to be getting done quite 
as quickly as they should. Needless to say, this issue will probably be packed with more 
than the usual quota of spelling mistakes! 

So how’s the auction coming along? At the time of writing, there are still more 
entry forms to come in, but I’m really pleased with the number and variety of machines 
that have been entered so far. I doubt whether we will have as many lots as last year, 
which is no bad thing, as frankly, I think there was far too much on offer then. I know 
many of you are looking forward to this event, and so am I. So order your catalogue and 
let’s all look forward to the day — I think it will be a good one! See page 6 and 7 for 
more details | 

The time has come when I need to appeal for more articles for the magazine. There 
has been a steady flow over the last few months, which has taken the pressure off me 
considerably. However, they have now dried up, so if you have an hour to spare, please 
put pen to paper and make a contribution. It’s been some time since we’ve had a “How I 
Started My Collection’, so give it a go. You don’t have to be a literary genius — I’m not! 


Well that’s it for now, I must get back to my Night Nurse. 
Till next time 


All the best 


Jerry 
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News and Coming Events 


Carters Auction 


I hadn’t planned on going to this sale, as there was nothing I particularly wanted, so I 
thought my time would be better spent in Brighton, earning some money. As it turned 
out, the weather was crap (Brighton would have been deserted), so I went to the auction 
instead. It was good to see so many familiar faces; actually, I was quite surprised at just 
how many slotties turned up. 

There was some wonderful fairground stuff on offer, but the slots were frankly 
disappointing. There were a few nice bandits, but these were dwarfed by the many 
Aristocrats and Segas that ranged between extremely tatty to extremely average; the 
same can be said of most of the other machines. One of the star lots was the Bolland 
Pharaoh’s Tomb, which looked very tidy on the outside. Unfortunately, on the morning 
of sale, no one seemed to know where the keys were, so it was not possible to view 
inside the machine. Bidding reached £5200, which seemed high, but I understand it 
didn’t actually sell — clearly an unrealistically high reserve. 


Other auction news 


Two very interesting machines sold at auction recently. Back in September, a Nelson 
Lee fortune teller working model entitled The Magician was included in a fine art sale 
in Dorking, it made £8400 plus premium. I thought I knew of most of the surviving Lee 
models, in fact I have pictures of most of them, but I’ve never heard of this one. It just 
shows, there are more machines out there. ....somewhere! 

In October, a very rare BAC cast iron Nestles vending machine was offered in a 
sale of railwayana, making £5000. These machines are always highly sought after, but 
this one is of particular interest as it is a double vender; I know of only one other. It was 
described as ‘a superb example in original working condition with keys and a few old 
chocolate bars.’ Yuk! 


Bonhams Knightsbridge Sale (18 November) 


There are a few slots in this sale, including: Mills floor standing Love Test; Bryans 3 
Ball Folks on new penny play; c1901 Electricity is Life shocker by the Imperial Electric 
Co. and an interesting Bussoz roulette wall machine, ‘Miss Universe’. See Bonhams ad. 
on page 25 for details. 
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Nelson Lee The Magician BAC Nestles double vender 


ates ior yo 1ary 


Chicagoland Show 14" — 16" November 
Illinois, USA 


Bonhams Fine Mechanical Music Sale 18" November 
Knightsbridge 


MMM Vintage Slot Collectors’ Show & Auction 30 November 
Coventry 


Brighton Jukebox Show 18" & 19™ April 2009 
Brighton Racecourse 
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Well, I think this is going to be a good one! It looks like we'll have 150+ 
lots for the auction; just about the right number I think. There will also be 
some interesting goodies available from the sales tables. There are still 
some more entry forms to come in, but we already have a great selection © 
of machines entered in the auction. Allwins include machines by Whales, 
Bryans, BMCo, Wonders, Hawtins etc. Bryans machines include Pilwin, 
Elevenses, Bullion, Fruitbowl, 12 Win and 6 Win Clocks, a very rare 
Double Top, and we may even have a Payramid (I’m crossing my fingers 
on this, as the vendor is not sure whether it will be ready in time). Bandits 
include the usual Aristocrats, Sega, Jubilee etc., Boland Screen Stars, 
Jennings Governor, and an extremely rare Mills Lion Head. If you're 
after something bigger, there is a nice Exhibit Supply crane on offer. 
As I stated last month, we're back at the Coundon Club again, as I 
think all agreed it was a very pleasant venue. Food and drink will be 
available, and of course, the bar will be open! If you’re bringing (well 
behaved) children, let me know in advance on 07710 285360 or email to 
the usual address, and please, no small children or toddlers. 

Now, we had a major problem last year with unsold lots that were 
flogged off in the carpark after the auction, resulting in a serious loss of 
commission. Most of you appreciate the immense work that goes into 
organising these events, and I’m sure most understand that Jeremy and I 
make very little profit from them after paying the overheads. Please 
remember that we are running these events for the benefit of us all and 
that ‘there is to be no buying and selling in the car park’ means just that. 


So, order your catalogue, withdraw a huge wedge from the bank, 
and let’s all look forward to a great day! 
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Central Reape 


Collecte ‘ors’ > Sho onli Auction 


Sunday 30" November 
Coundon Social Club, Coventry CV6 1GP 


one-armed bandits, wall machines, fortune tellers, 
allwins, vending machines, gumball machines, 
spares, books and paperwork etc. 


Buyers and sellers premium just 6% 
ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Catalogue price £4 
(when ordered in advance) 
catalogue admits two 


Order yours now! 


Cheques to: 
Mechanical Memories Magazine 
10 Bedford Road, Dartford DA1 1SR 


If you prefer to pay online, make Paypal payment to: 
jerry.mmm@tiscali.co.uk 


Catalogues will also be available in the Market on the pennymachines website 
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Charles Ahrens 


Without doubt, the name Charles Ahrens ranks among the highest in the echelon of 
coin-op manufacturers. For over three decades he produced quality machines 
revered by operators in his time, and by collectors today. Here is a brief account of 
Charles Ahrens and some of the machines that have been enjoyed by generations. 


Nothing is known of Ahrens’ formative years, other than he was born in Germany in the 
late 1860s. Having trained as a mechanical engineer, he emigrated to England at around 
the turn of the century, and it was then that he adopted the name Charles, having grown 
up in Germany as Klaus Ahrens. During his early years in this country, Ahrens was 
employed in the automatic music machine business, but was soon engaged in the 
automatics industry on his own account, setting up a small workshop at 35 High Street, 
Kingsland, Hackney. 

In the period leading up to the first World War, Ahrens’ business was principally 
concerned with subcontracting to larger suppliers, in particular the New Polyphon Supply 
Company; a business originally engaged in the distribution of German and American 
mechanical music machines, but who had diversified into the automatics industry. 
Ahrens may possibly have had contact with this company when he first came to this 
country, and if so, with an established relationship, may well have set up his small 
business for the purpose of manufacturing machines for them. Unfortunately, as a 
subcontractor, Ahrens machines were not labelled or sold as his own, so little is known of 
his production in this period. 

It is clear that from these early pre war years, Charles Ahrens was to become more 
than a subcontractor. He was an innovator and inventor; a fact evidenced by two patents 
in his name, from 1907 and 1910, for stamp vending machines, and a later patent granted 
in 1915 for a revolutionary ball feed device (I shall discuss this patent in greater detail 
next month, space permitting). Unfortunately, Ahrens automatics business was now 
seriously interrupted due to the War. This could, of course, be said of everyone at that 
time, but the situation was particularly difficult for Ahrens due to his German ancestry; 
he, along with many other German ex-patriots, was interned for most of the duration of 
the War. 

After his release, Ahrens settled in Dalston, where he recommenced his business at 
la Elizabeth Buildings, Boleyn Road. According to Nic Costa, in is Coin Slot articles in 
the 1980s, Ahrens secured an order from the British American Novelty Company in 1919 
for the manufacture and supply of Within the Maze. These were large coin return wall 
machines, which I believe were originally produced by Haydon & Urry in the early 
1900s. In December 1921, Ahrens was granted patent no. 173135, for an improved 
mechanism for the Mills punch ball machines, which Ahrens would manufacture in 
considerable numbers over the ensuing years. The business expanded quickly, and in 
1922 new premises were established at 394 City Road. 
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From the City Road premises, Ahrens produced a large and varied range of floor-standing 
machines, including two player race games, shooting games and fortune tellers. Perhaps 
most significantly, Ahrens started to produce a small range of working models which 
included American, British and French executions. These machines were made in some 
numbers, thus making Charles Ahrens the first volume maker of working models. 

A Limited Company was formed in 1929, Ahrens Ltd, which was then taken over by 
the Associated Automatic Machine Corporation, whose principal, Clarence Hatrey 
appears to have been a less than honest man. Irregular dealings on the stock market, 
particularly in America, led to Hatrey’s imprisonment. Ahrens was able to buy back the 
company, and it was during the early 1930s that Ahrens production was most prolific. 


eR PILES ES PEELE LV OL ESOL IOLA LEE TS, 


Jolly Fireman Racer, 1921 Scientific Electric Palmistry, 1922 
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English Execution, 1920s — 30s 
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Huntsmans Derby, 1932 
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The company moved to larger premises in mid 1932, at Torrens Street, Islington, and 
was now one of the largest coin-op manufacturers in the country. The range of working 
models was restricted to just three: English Execution, Belfry (or Bell Ringers) and 
Our Firefighters, but must have been made in fairly large numbers, as examples of 
each are not particularly rare today. Two player race games included: Greyhound 
Racer, Huntsmans Derby and perhaps the all time classic two player game Marathon 
Cycle Race. (see front cover). Other machines included the giant Crystal Gazer fortune 
telling machine and Bubbles, one of the strangest two player games ever (of which at 
least two are known to survive). 

Charles Ahrens was not only concerned with what we might now consider 
traditional British games, he was always ready to take up and exploit ideas from abroad. 
When the pinball craze hit America, it was not long reaching these shores and from the 
early 1930s, Ahrens was a major manufacturer of pinball machines. He also imported 
machines from America, and apparently did very well distributing American gaming 
machines. Maybe his greatest success with American imports was the ‘Cathedral’ stereo 
viewer, originally manufactured by the Mills Novelty Company. Ahrens converted the 
clockwork drive to electric, and although original Mills machines, with the original 
clockwork drive are now highly sought-after in this country, the Ahrens conversions are 
by no means rare. 

The company continued to flourish, with Ahrens continuing to add to the product 
range, which included a talking weighing machine. In 1932, patent no. 377878 was 
granted for a coin-operated gramophone, although whether the device was ever 
produced is not known. The company received the ultimate accolade in 1933, when they 
received a Royal visit by Prince George, who is said to have taken a keen interest in the 
business. However, by the end of 1934 the firm was bankrupt, perhaps as a result of 
growing American imports, but certainly due to the tough economic climate of the mid 
1930s. Stock was sold to Pennimatic of Birmingham. 

In a remarkable act of resilience, Ahrens was back in production by July 1935 at his 
old City Road premises. One of his products was the Rotary Skill Merchandiser, 
which proved so successful that within a year Ahrens was able to move back to the 
Torrens Street premises. However, the Merchandiser’s success was to be short lived, as 
the patent holder, Leonard Walton, successfully sued Ahrens for patent infringement. 

Once again, Europe, and indeed the World, was heading toward war. Ahrens was 
terrified that he would once again be imprisoned, although he never was. Throughout the 
war years, Ahrens struggled to make a living but was fighting against the odds. He lived 
the remaining years of his life in poverty, and died in 1946. 


It is a sad reality that sometimes those who make the greatest contribution in their field 
leave this world without due recognition. Just as Richard Trevithick, one of the great 
pioneers of the steam age, died in poverty, so did Charles Ahrens. But just as the world 
has long recognised Trevithick’s immense contribution, so do we, as collectors of penny 
slot machines recognise Charles Ahrens. Eventually, history puts things right. 
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Unknown Machine Discovered? 


By Richard Brewerton 


Well no, unfortunately, it’s my own home made invention. One day I thought what a 
great idea it would be instead of having a pot of pennies if I could make a change 
machine. So here it is, Penny Falls. Drop a £1 coin in the slot and turn the knob and ten 
old pennies are dropped down through the pinfield with a clatter, to be collected at the 
payout bowl. That way I get to save odd £1 coins which I can put towards future 
projects. It looks fairly simple, but I had a few problems along the way. I’ve tried to 
model it on normal allwin practice as much as possible. The case is a copy of a Whales 
chocolate machine stained Georgian oak and varnished. The backflash is a picture of a 
waterfall off the internet blown up to 12” x 14” and the topflash is hand painted on card. 
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In operation a £1 coin falls down the coin chute and lands on a lever which releases the 
mechanism. Turning the payout knob rotates a coin hopper wheel which is prefilled with 
ten pennies in each of eight compartments. It’s funny, but although it worked well in 
theory when | first assembled it, I found that the coin hopper rotated too fast and the 
coins were being dumped in one lump and getting jammed entering the pinfield. I 
managed to solve it by making the extra concertina linkage at the bottom of the main 
operating arm. This increased the travel required at the payout knob and therefore 
slowed the rotation at the coin hopper allowing the coins to drop one or two at a time. 
After one complete revolution i.e. after £8 has been inserted, a lever is operated and a 
red flag drops down in front of the pinfield to warn me ‘machine empty’. Now I can 
enjoy getting change as much as playing the other machines. 

My next project that is currently going round in my head, driving me mental, is a 
Double Decker. I’Il never be able to afford to buy a Bryans machine so I'l have to make 
my own. I’ve already got two Matchbox Routemaster buses; the rest should be easy. 


Richard Brewerton 


Two views of the very well constructed mechanism of Richard’s Penny Falls 
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American kids had all the fun! 


I reported last month that the Dreamland Trust has now secured the acquisition of the 
Blackpool whip for the proposed Dreamland Heritage Park, and you’!l remember I said 
that the original Dreamland whip was one of my favourite rides as a child. Now see 
what I’ve found — a coin-op kiddie ride whip; if only we’d had these over here, instead 
of those boring old coin-op horses and cars! 

I found the advertisement below in the 1956 Mike Munves catalogue, and although 
I think it is extremely unlikely that this incredible piece of coin-op fun was exported to 
this country, I would be interested to hear from anyone who remembers one from their 
childhood. It would also be interesting to hear from our American friends — do any of 
these machines survive in the States? If so, I want one! I may be too big now for coin-op 
IAOGIC TIMES isin wsens but never too old! 


REAL WHIP RIDE 
Flash, dy. Solid : 
28 x 60 (New) 
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Can you find all of these well-known machine makers? All found up, down, backwards 


and diagonally. Good luck! 


Word Search 


By Laurence Fisher 


» 


London Automatic Company 


Dennison 
Bussoz 
Automatic Skill 


Cresset 


Wurlitzer 


Jennings 
Canova 


Oliver Whales 


Mutoscope 


Chas Ahrens 


Saxony 
Caille 
Mills 
Bollands 


Bryans 
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Lineage ads. are free to subscribers and 
will rum for two issues, unless you 
instruct me otherwise. Please ensure I 
have your ads. by the 20" of the month 
for inclusion in the next month’s issue. 
Remember to include your telephone 
number and the area where you live. 
Post or e-mail to the address on page 2 


Wanted 
Bryans Elevenses or Fivewin. Also wanted 
Wonders Pools or Win and Place. Must be 
original. Will pay for transport. 


For Sale 
Exhibit Supply ‘flip top’ crane (similar to 
Dock Master crane). £750 
Streets Telefortune, floor-standing fortune 
telling machine. Only three known. £700 
Early Gypsy spinning pointer fortune teller 
wall machine. £450 
R&W Ice Hockey table. £220 
All the above are in working order, on old 


penny play. 


John 01273 608620 (Brighton) 


Wanted 
Bagatelles, unusual or with nice graphics. 
Also old pre 1930s games, I.E. indoor, 
pub, board games etc. 


ie 


For Sale 
Data East pinball parts 
Most items available 


Check out website 
www.gazzaspinballs.co.uk 
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Bill 01642 710834 (Middlesbrough) 


For Sale 
Original bottom door for Ahrens Marathon 
Cycle Racer. Also original oak frame for 
top flash pediment. £120 
Unique ‘Aeronaut’ roulette wall machine, 
with nice balloon castings on front. Only 
one known. Offers invited. 
Crane case, with mechanism. No jib. £600 


' Small stationary engine/generator. Engine 


works but generator needs attention. £20 
Vintage Villiers Engine. £20 


__dghn 01273 608620 (Pretion) 


For Sale 
Ahrens Fireman Racer. 
All enquiries, please phone. 


Les 07986 272509 (Essex) 


Wanted 
Wiring diagram and/or any information on 
‘Rotofruit’ e/m wall machine. 


Tony 01889 565448 


Wanted 
Derby Day, 1960s electro-mechanical wall 
machine by Ruffler & Walker. Must be 
complete and in good working order. 


Rob. 01507 473639 


Email: robert_rowland2001@yahoo.co.uk 


Pinball Machines 
bought and sold 


Dead or Alive! 


Call Gazza 07887 926601 (Essex) 


° Wanted 
Repairs and sp ares 3d button suitable for Mills half top. 


for mechanical slot machines. Call after 6.30pm 
Parts made to order. 


John 0121 747 6842 


Les 07905 372227 (Essex) or e. mail (preferred) jtwnr@aol.com 
For Sale For Sale 


Some Mills and Jennings repro reel strips 


Original Clown Tokens 
left. £10 per ei ’ ae or Silver 
Some original award cards — enquire. £2 100. i & 
Millis 5c and 25c original sets of payout ala 
slides. £30 per set | Tony 01622 820263 


Peter 01304 822485 (Kent) For Sal 
or Sale 


New old stock, Bryans square Yale locks, 


For Sale : 

th two keys. £10 each, plus £2 p& 
Bryans Clock Face and Instruction Cards. a ica a te alee ale 
For either 6 win or 12 win. Perfect copies. Tony 07974 460742 (Essex) 


Laminated or paper. £12 inc. UK postage. 
Topflashes for the following O. Whales 
Allwins: Double Six; Have a Go; Easy 
Perm; Playball; Each Way. Perfect copies. The Mutoscope Man 
Laminated. £12 inc. UK postage. 


or email vanessa.raye@tesco.net 


Large range of mutoscope parts available. 
Charlie 07711 978806 (Essex) Part or total restorations undertaken. 


For Sale John Hayward 01273 608620 (Brighton) 


Radial pin cam locks. 30mm barrel length, 
19mm (3/4”) diameter. High quality, high 


security. Supplied with two keys. Ideal for Whatever 
Sats es ance you have to sel 
Cheques to: 
10 Sadish Risa tatiees DA1 ISR Advertise here 
‘ 
ania Free 
Les 07905 372227 evenings to subscribers 
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Advertising rates 


Large range 
of 

allwin spares 
available 


The following rates 
include basic typesetting. 
Advertisers’ pre-prepared artwork 

may be emailed i in jpeg format. 


Subscribers: 
_Fullpage £25 


Halfpage£i5 
Quarter page £10 


email your requirements 
to Jez Darvill 
Retreeva@nilworld.com 


Or call 020 8394 1988 
evenings 


Fortune Teller 
Cards 


Criss-cross cards 
typed or hand written, various types. 


Pre-paid discount rate 
for one year (11 issues) 
_ Full page £175 
_ Half page £125 
Quarter page £75 


Lineage ads. are free 
to subscribers 


] Non subscribers: 


Small Argyll type 
for drawer puller wall machines. 
Future husband, Career, Baby etc. 
Love letter, Palmistry, Fortune 
Full range. 
Green ray cards 
hand written in green ink. 


Full page ! £35 
Half p page £25 
“Quarter page £15 


"Prepaid discount rate: 
- fore one year a 4 issues) 
Full page £200 

Halt page : £4 50 
- Quarter | page £1 00 


All printed on very thick card — as per 
originals. Orders for small or large 
quantities welcome. 


Phone for details. 
Clive Baker 01489 784038 


| Lineage ee oe not available _ 
to non subscribers _ 


Page 20 


Now Available! 


Saxony type ball release levers 


Suitable for all Saxony and early British allwins, 
Hawtins, Oliver Whales, Parkers etc. 


Limited stocks available 


£12 each inc. UK p&p 
3 for £25 inc. UK p&p 


Cheaques to: 
Jerry Chattenton, 10 Bedford Road, Dartford DA1 1SR 


Wanted 


Good quality Elizabeth or George VI 
old pennies 


Jerry 07710 285360 
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Mechanical Memories Magazine 
All back issues are now available 


Volume 1, April 06 — March 07 (11 issues) £15 
Volume 2, April 07 — March 08 (11 issues) £15 


Individual issues £1.50 
(all prices include UK postage) 


Please make cheques payable to 
Mechanical Memories Magazine 


Posi to: 
Jerry Chattenton, 10 Bedford Road, Dartford DAi 1SR 
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ALLWINTRACK ALL WIN SPARES 


Grooved & chromed just From Stock 
like the original. 


jes ith at Benioote Nostalgic Machines Lid. 
ARSr VAL 

17%" inside length 2 P.O. Box 32, Wombourne, 
Middle 18” inside length South Staffs WV5 8YS 


Outer 40" inside length Tel / Fax 01902 897879 


r Win Tabs Red printer : x : . : PRICE LIST 
on Saver foi sticky « Ah. oa Va *2 
Ye /backed 12 ona shee). : 3 ee 
ay ia : 4 : NOi Win Tabs (12 per 
: / ox . iS sheet) £75.25 


- NO2 Ball Gallery £12.55 


or = ‘dirtoeattiiaiin ” COIN SLOT NO3 Thumb Stop £6.25 
au Win | to suit 2p but can - ; 
gallery. 6 x 1. 9/16 be filed bigger NO Gain Slot (2P) 


CHROMED TRIGGER ; _ 
FRONT) . aE > NO5 Trigger Front £9.25 


NOG Trigger £12.25 


- NO7 Payout Arrow 
£2.55 


NO3 Payout Bowl & 
Surround £75.55 


- NOS Payout Knob 
Shield £9.96 


| N10 Payout Knob & 
Sleeve £11.95 


| Nii Ball Hammer £4.95 


: N42 Ball Cups 
Pris : f i\ : 1-5 £9.99each 
- te te ailtiea ne . 6-10 £7.99each 
meh dia Cup 2 x CR fixwng . 2 x tapped M5 fixing holes on 
squares a1 3.75mnchcenes. extended nipples 2. 1/2 centes. he 1i+ £§.99each 


SPANDRELLS , | M13 Spandrells £14.89 
N44 Allwin Track 
inner £49.00 
middle £19.00 
outer £23.50 


set of 3 £47.00 


; All prices include 
MAT @ 17.5% and P&P. 


Discount for quantity 
orders - please ring. 
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The Old-Tyme Penny Arcade 
And The Vintage Fairground 


Plus bonus programme 


Automata, Working Models, 
Toys and Bygones 


This fantastic 2 disc DVD set features 
such popular visitor attractions as: 


Wookey Hole Caves * Watermouth Castle 
Carters’ Steam Fair * Yesterday’s World 
Merrivale Model Village * Folly Farm 
The National Fairground Museum 
Mechanical Memories Museum 
Southport Pier * Cheshire Workshops 
Old Penny Memories and many more! 

Also chapters on Bryans’ machines, including The Bryans Museum at 


Drayton Manor Park and the unmissable Bryans Gallery. The 2 disc set is 
simply a unique visual experience not to be missed. 


Stocks are now low, so don’t miss out 
order your set today. 
Price £14.99 plus £1.25 p&p 


Available from Jumper Books, Tel. 0118 973 4131 
Email: Bsteptoe@compuserve.com www.jumperbooks.com 


Copies will also be available from Jerry at the Coventry auction 
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Bonhams 


Enquires 

Laurence Fisher 

+44 (0) 8700 273 633 
laurence.fisher@bonhams.com 


Illustrated: 

A ‘Miss Universe’ wall machine 

by Buzzou, No. 1446, with Buzzou stamp to 
mechanism, on 1d. play, with 12 contestants 
on blue ground dial representing three 
continents Europe, Africa and Asia. 

Estimate: £500 - 700 


Catalogue 
+44 (0) 1666 402 200 
subscriptions@bonhams.com 


Bonhams 

Montpelier Street 

London SW7 1HH 

+44 (0) 20 7393 3900 
+44 (0) 20 7393 3905 fax 
www.bonhams.com 


London - New York - Paris - San Francisco -Los Angeles -Hong Kong - Melbourne - Dubai 


Page 25 


Book Shop 


Collector's Guide to Vintage Coin Machines 

(2nd edition with revised priceguide) by Dick Bueschel. 

Chapters on scales, vending, arcade, slots, jukes, pins and stimulators. Attractive book, 
well researched and illustrated, featuring 700 machines all in colour. 

Hardback, 220 pages. Price: £32.40 


Vintage Trade Stimulators and Counter Games by Dick Bueschel. 

Detailed descriptions of the machines, dates, manufacturer production data, plus over 
800 pictures, a price guide and a wealth of historical context, will make you an instant 
expert on these previously under-represented coin-ops. 

Hardback, 264 pages, 792 colour, 24 b/w photos. Price: £29.50 


Collector's Treasury of Antique Slot Machines from Contemporary Advertising 
(1925-1950) by Peter Bach. 

This fat volume makes an excellent collector's source book. It is packed with hundreds 
of pictorial slot machine advertisements reproduced from The Billboard (the foremost 
American weekly trade paper) from 1920-1950 of one arm bandits, gambling machines, 
console machines, trade stimulators, pinball machines, novelty vending machines, etc. 
Hardback, 479 pages, b/w. Price: £25 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Mills of the Thirties Operator's Companion. 

The spirit of the Mills Novelty Company in the hectic Thirties is conveyed in their 
product brochures, service literature, and in editorial matter from Spinning Reels (the 
company's own trade journal), together with press releases, promotional literature, 
advertising flyers etc. in The Billboard trade magazine. Excellent source book. 
Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Mills of the Forties Operator's Companion. 

A source book reproducing a wealth of diverse material from the period: service 
manuals, parts lists, press releases, promotional literature, advertising flyers etc. tracing 
the progress of Mills Novelty Company's machines during the WWII-interrupted decade 
of the Forties. Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 


Slot Machines of Yesteryear - Watling Operator's Companion. 

This volume captures Watling Manufacturing Company's full range from scales to 
bandits in catalogues, brochures, line folders, broadsides and service data, original 
patent and mock-up photos of the ROL-A-TOR line, artists' preparatory airbrush 
renderings for advertising and promotional material and Watling family photos and 
correspondence. Plenty of legendary anecdotes and well-informed context in the 
accompanying commentary. Hardback, 192 pages, b/w. Price: £15 
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The Complete Pinball Book — 

Collecting the Game and it’s History (with values) by Marco Rossignoli 

Second edition with price guide. The biggest and best single volume on the subject to 
date, it covers the whole topic from the ‘30s to the ‘90s in minute detail, with a listing of 
over 3000 games and over 900 colour photographs, including technical close-ups, flyers 
and rare pictures. Hardback, 320 pages, colour. Price: £49 


The Pinball Compendium: 1930s — 1960s by Michael Shalhoub 

Another great pinball book from Schiffer. Arranged chronologically, with good 
coverage of the early days and into the sixties. Hundreds of machines, many pictured for 
the first time with full descriptions of game features, historical notes, price guide. 
Hardback, 240 pages, all colour. Price: £49.50 


The Pinball Compendium: 1970 — 1981 by Michael Shalhoub 

Companion volume to the above, covering the most prolific era in pinball history. 
Hundreds of machines by Gottlieb, Williams, Bally, Chicago Coin and other 
manufacturers are showcased, many for the first time in print. Exclusive interviews with 
the designers and artists, with a listing of values for each machine. 

Hardback, 240 pages, 800 colour and 30 b/w photos. Price: £49.50 


Pinball Memories: Forty Years of Fun 1958 —1998 by Marco Rossignoli 

Another superb book by the author of The Complete Pinball Book. This visual 
chronicle, with examples from the game’s beginnings to the present day, devotes a 
separate chapter to fifty fascinating games, describing their features, cultural influences, 
design and artistic trends, historical connections and unique game rules. There is also a 
guide to values. Hardback, 273 pages, over 800 colour pictures. Price: £49 


Pinball Snapshots — Air Aces to Xenon by Rossignoli and McGuiness 

This nicely illustrated full-colour companion volume to Pinball Memories profiles 50 
pinballs from the 1930s — 2000, in alphabetically arranged chapters with game rules, 
historical information, trivia, designer and artist commentaries etc., plus a final Gallery 
photos chapter. Hardback, 272 pages, 505 colour photos. Price: £49.50 


A comprehensive range of Slot Machine, Jukebox and Pinball books can be 
purchased in the ‘Library’ on the pennymachines website 


All prices include UK p&p. 
Cheques to: 
David Lavender 
50 Charlemont Road, Walsall, West midlands WS5 3NQ 
Or order online at www.pennymachines.co.uk 
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The only licensed dealer in vintage slot 


I have just taken a large collection on consignment 
Various Bollands models for sale including: 
Witches Cave, Pharos Tomb, Nightwatchman 
All in superb restored condition 
Hurry before they all go 


Also for sale 
Lions Tail pull strength tester on old penny 
Mills Divers, and floor standing shocker 


+ lots lots more 


Simon 01425 462164 
Email: pennyslot@aol.com 
www.classicamusements.com 


Gambling Commission License number GBD/99/3916/1 | 


